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The whole Life Pp” 22 1 
Jane Shore, Ge. 1 


DW ARD, the Fourth of ti Name, jt 1 
Fifty fourth Monarch of this Land; was 
a Prince ſo happily 'adorned with all the 1 | 

— Accompliſhments of Mind, Body. and | ö 

Eſtate, that he ſeem'd to be the Darling of Na- 
ture and Fortune. His Body was framed and 
Proportioned to an uncommon degree of Symme- 

try and Exactneſs; his Aſpect was very brignjt 

and inviting; his Hair gay and flowing, and all F 
his Limbs and Features were wonderfully regular: 
yet with this Delicacy he was bleſt with as much 
Vigour, Health and Strength of Conſtitution, as 
Men of the moſt robuſt and athletick Size are 
capable of enjoying. 14 

Indeed the Goodneſs of his Natars: was FER 14 
thing extravagant towards the fair Sex. and de- 
generated into a Criminal Affection for them. 11 
For tho”he had marry'd a Lady who charm'd him 
with her Beauty, Modeſty, Virtue, and excellent 
Parts and Senſe, and made her his Queen againſt 
his Duty to his Mother, who carneſtly diſſwaded 
him from it, and to the Ruin of his Intereſt wich 
his Sreat and dangerous Friend Warwicf who ' 
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was at that time, by his Order, treating 4 1 
riage for him with the French King's Daughter, 
which ſhews that he was paſſionately in Love 
with this Lady, yet his amorous Appetite was 
not ſo ſatisfy'd but run aſtray after ſeveral other 
omen; who he took to a Partnerſhip of his Bed; 
of whom, - ſhe that he is reported to have loved 
beſt, and who bas obtain ' d the largeſt Place in 
tlie Hiſtorics of thoſe Times, was the celebrated 
© Fane Shore, whoſe Life and Character 1 am now 
to give you. 


In drawing of which; I ſhall ſet before me a 


Piece eaken Hom the Life, by che accurate Hand 
of the moſt ingenious and larned Sir Thomas More, 
who in his Hiſtory of Richard III, where he 
- mentions the Barbarity of that Tyrant towards 
ſome of the late King Edward's Friends, takes oc- 

- cafion to ſpeak very particularly of the Perſon 
and Fortunes of this Gentlewoman, who, he tells 
us, was alive in the eighteenth Year of King 
Hfeury VIII, in whoſe Reign, tis wel] known, 
Sir Thomas was Lord Chancellor. Being rhere- 
fore her Cotemporaty, and living at Court, he 
had ſeen her often, and was very capable to give 


that x ad Diſcriprion and Account of her, as hel 


has left us. 


— 
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7 Shore 8 duds Name was Wainftead, be 
ing rho only Child of Mr. Thomas Wajnſteai 

2 Mercer of a good Figure and Reputation:: 
Cheap de, London. She was bred up with ail the 
Care and Tenderneſs w vhich. is Natural from in 
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dulgent Parents to an only Child, and none of the iy 
fine Qualifications which ſerve ro recommend 
young Ladies, as Muſick, Singing, Dancing, 
were left out of her Education. Beſides her | 
Father's Trade lying among the Court Ladies, 
he had frequent Opportunities to thew his Daugh- 
ter the Gallantries and Diverſions of rhe Royal 
Pal ace; which made Impreſſions upon her witty ||} 
Fancy, and brought her to diſreliſn the common 
Shews and Entertainments of rhe City. 15 
A s ſhe grew up, ſhe made Improvements i inall_ 
the Parts of Breding,and ſoon was Miſtreſs of more 
Wir and good Humour than the reſt of her Sex. 
This, together with her graceful Mine and pretty 
Features, drew che Eyes of all Men to take No- 
tice. of her, which they could not do without 
doating on her Charms, and fixing her lovely | 
Image in their Souls, 1 

Several great Lords bad ſer their ese upon 1 
her, and their Heads were at Work how ro get t 
her for a Miſtreſs. Which when her Father per- 
cf} ceived, he thought it time to reſcue her from be- 

ing made a Prey, and ſent het to take the Coun- 

try Air, with a Siſter of his who dwelt in Nor- 1 
thampton. Here ſhe continued for about Twelve 
Months; which was thought time long enough 
for the Paſſion of her Lovers to cool in, and their 
Inquiries after her to ceaſe , and ſo ſhe was re- 
call'd again to her Father's Houſe. But Luſt and 
Envy arc watchful Things. No ſooner, was ſne 
brought ro Town, but the Lord Haſtings , tho 
King's ne had: laid a Deſign to Ther 
| | : ef 
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[ew off by Night! in his Chariot; and in order to 
effect it, Sn: bribed Mr. Wainſtead' s Maid with 
a Preſent of Gold, to give him an Opportunity, 
aud aſſiſt him in che Rape. But the Wench had 
the Grace to repent, and diſcover the Plot in time 
to her Maſter; and ſo it was prevented. 

Mr. Wainſtead was now fully convinced, that 
be could not, without the utmoſt Hazard, conti- 
nue his Daughter in a ſingle State, the common 
Mark of Beax and Gallants; and therefore, tho 
ſhe was very Voung, he was reſolved to cut off 
the Hopes of all leud Pretenders, by throwing her 
immediately into the Arms of an Husband. Among 
thoſe who made honourable Love to her, was Mr. 
| Matthew Shore, a rich Goldſmith in Zumbard. ret, 
and a Man of a very fair Character both for Reli. 
gion and Morals. Which Conſiderations determin'd 


- her Father ro make Choice of him for her Husband. 


Bur: the young Lady was not over fond of the 


Match, however, the Authority of a kind Father, 


and tlie coſtly Preſents of a rich and generous 
Lover, brought her, at leaſt in appearance, to con- 
ſent to it: Whereupon their Wedding was ſolem- 
-nized with-grear Pomp and Splendor, many La- 
c ies and Gentlemen from the Court, as well as 
the City, ſhining ar the Marriage · Feaſt, in their 
moſi ſumptuous Equi page and Attire. 
The Lord Haſtings, who had formerly attempt- 
ed to raviſſi the Bull of this blooming Beauty, was 
not at all pieaſed to hear ſhe» had. changed her 
Oondition; however, he had not changed his 
Faſſon for het. He waited on her to with her Joy, 
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and being ä ib repeated his Vißts. 1 
and ſomerimes invited the Marry d Couple to q1 
| Court, where he entettain d wick every thing that 5 
I vas defirable, This brought him into great Fami- | 
. | liarity and Confidence with them, ſo that he found | 
Opportunities to be alone with Mrs. Shore w Here- 
in he fail d not to proſecute his leud Deſign, ply- 
in her with Preſents and fond Diſcourſes, to al. 
ure her to tranſgreſs her Nuptial Vo. but the 0] 
was ſo very facetious and witty, . and 10 baffled |} | 
him with her quick and ſmart replies, that he: 11 
r | could make nothing of her; when he flarter'd 
g himſelf that ſhe was juſt diſpoſed to yield to his 
r. | Embraces, then to his Confuſion he found him. 
t, {elf quite diſappointed and left to Deſpair of oY | f 
i- ſucceeding. It is reported, that one Day being a. ö | 
21 lone with her, and reſolving ro make his laſt EF. [1 
d. fort upon her Chaſtity, he flung her upon a Bec 14 
ne chat ſtood in the Room, and went about to force 1 
er, her; but ſhe diſengaged herſelf from him, and raß 
us to her Husband, telling him plainly» what Rudel, 
n- I neſs the Lord Haſtings had offer d ro her; aneh, 
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m- © obliged Mr. Shore to expoſtulate modeſtly with 
a- his Lordſhip, and deſire him ro fotbear making. | 
as any more Viſits ac his Houſme. | 
eir Ar this: my Lord was ſo owrehotaſs with In 


dignation and Shame, that he yow'd he would be 
wt- I reveng'd on them both, and ſend ſuch a Rival in 
was his room, that neither the Hirtband's Authority 
her nor the Wife's: Chaſtity ſhould be able to "with. 
his N ſtand. We told you befote, that he was Chamber- 
oy, aig te Nini, whoſe, chien to fine 
and —A OR aL Women 
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| Women he underſtood perfectly well; and con- || w; 
fidering thar his tedious Wars and Struggles with IN 
the Houſe of Lancaſter were happily ended, and || ar 
he in quiet Poſſeſſion of the Crown, and at lei. 7 
ſure to attend the pleaſing Adventure, he rakes | jp, 
4 fit Opportunity, when his Prince was agraeably yo! 
dilpoled, and gives him an Account of his late g. 
| ainments at Mr. Shore's, and how much his fy, 
Wife excell'd all che Females that ever he had con- up 
| verſed wich in Beauty, Wir, Education, and every Na | 
thing that was lovely. and deſirable in one of 5 
en.. or 
If Theſe Recomiums tad? by a | florid. Qraior up- 
on a grateful and young well-deſerving Subject, 
ſenſibly. touch 'd the Heart of a young Voluptuous 
Monarch, who was above the fear of Laws, and 
had by his early Exceſſes given Countenance and 
Reputation to vitious Love. He was impatient to 
make nearer approaches to the Fire which had 
warm d his Heart at a diſtance, and Fame has told 
us that he compaſs d his End by the following 
Means. 1971 
- He, pur himſelf into the Habit of a Merchant, 
l "and: with the attendance of only one Servant, 
wirhdrew privately from Court, and came to Mr. 
Shores : Finding the god Man buſie in his Af- 
| fairs, he fat down till he was at leiſure, and then Id 
| defired to fee ſome Plate, which was ſhew'd- him, Imer 


* 


and he ſoon agreed for a conſiderable quantity, 
under pretence of carrying it with him beyond 
Sea; but not ſeeing her who was the only Rezfonf yay 
| of His * 9 and. — fo: .depart Blag 
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without his Errand, he fell into Diſcourſe f 
News and Trade, and ſeveral diverting Subjects, 
at laſt they came to the Topick of Matrimony. 
9 we ſays the King, that there is not a Mi- \ | 


of theſe Qualifications would prove a {trong Temp-., | 
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fireſs to this fair Houſe ; 1 fancy, Sir, I could fie || 
you with one that 35 Toung, . Beautiful, and @_very | 
good; Fortune. Sir, ſaid Mr, Shore, I give you || 
many Thanks, I am already provided; and there. 
upon calls down his Wife, who preſently appeatd 
2 lovely Creature, not only equal, but ſuperior "BY 
to the great Character which the Lord Haſtings had 
r 2 ox Sn 
By the Character we have already given of the | il 
King, you may reaſonably preſume'that a Woman 


ation to him, who was himſelf a Perſon of Wit 
and good Humour, as appears in ſeveral of his 
Sayings, eſpecially in that Dialogue he had with 
his Mother about his Marriage with the Lady. 
Grey. And now having ſat a- while in full view f 
Mrs. Shore's itreſiſtible Charms, raviſh'd with the 
Muſick of her Enchanting Tongue, he unwilling- 
ly took his leave, refolved ar any rate to Purchaſe. 
the ineſtimable Jewel, and have the free and ful. | 


r 2511-5 1:4 oe SG 
Jo inſinucte himſelf therefore into her Affe. 
ctions, and draw her to his Arms by fond Allure- 
ments, he confers with the Lord Haſtings what 
vas to be done. He, when he perceiv'd his 
Maſter's Concern, told bim wish a Smile, he 
vould ſoon make him Eaſie. There was one Mrs. 
Blague, a Lace- woman to the. Court, who was 
| n 1 
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Mes. Shore s Nei zhbour, and gtimarcly ſa 
| acquainted ; hy often viſited,and ſpent k 
the Evenings together. She was a very || pi 
intriguing Dame, and for Money would IP. 
betray not only her beſt Friend, "bits her P. 
own Daughter. He preſented her with a a 
Purſe of Told, and bid her hope for IH 
3 Matters, if ſhe would well and J be 
althfully ſerve her Prince; and then com- 
municated the Affair to her, which ſhe 
| undertook to manage with. the utmoſt 
| Secrecy and Conduct. 
The City was print of a ſplended 
Maſque ready to be preſented at Court, 
and the fair Sex were preparing for it. al 
Mrs. Bleague pndertook, with Mr. Shore's I al 
leave, to help his Spouſe to a good | Ci 
Placce ; which Offer ſhe gladly. accept- i 
ed, and (not ſuſpecting rhe Plot) put Ia 
her ſelf in a Dreſs that might vie with T. 
the greateſt Court Ladies. After much w 
| Paſtime and Diverfion, a Man of an ex- ff ly 
traordinary Figure ſtands out to Dance; w 
upon which Mrs. Shore heard the La- to 
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Court in recompence for it. 


Thoughts what to do; but adviſing 


et 


- | ly bribed to Betray her, ſhe plycd her 


wich ſuch Arguments as determin d her 


. to prefer the King before the Goldſmith. 
d Nothing now remain d for her to do, 
9 N 3 B „„ bar 


who had lately waited on her, was he 
King; who condeſcended Humbly to 
lollicit her Love, which he valued above | 

all Things in the World, and offcr'd her '1 
all the Delights and Pleaſures of Ins | k 


Upon this plain diſcovery ſhe was not 
a little concern'd and divided in her 


Sad 
1 <a 


I with he Companion, who was e 


if 78 


ſoon fied herthrough his Ig (for 10 || 
knew where to look for her) and ſtep- || 


| ping to her Seat, took her out for a | | 
Partner. When ſhe had perform'd her 


Part with great- Applauſe, = places her || 
agein in her Scat, {lips a Letter into her 
Hand. and retires. The Entertainment 
being ended, ſhe poſts away with Mrs. 
Blague, and the firſt Opportunity ſhe || 
could get, opens the Letter : Which | 
was to acquaint her, that the -Perſon 
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but to change her Station with as much 
Secrecy and Silence as ſhe could. Mrs.] 
Bla gue had given the King notice of her 
ebe Management for him; who 
immediately ſent a Chariot to her Houſe, 
to bring off the long defir'd Prize. Thi- 
ther Mrs. Shore convey'd her Jewels, and 
chioceſt Things, intended not to ſtay] 
long behind them. However, ſhe far 
down to Supper with her Husband, and 
Was ſhewing her ſelf very Complaiſant | 
to him; when on a ſudden a Meſſenger 
came with a feign'd Errand, That her 
Mother was taken yery ill, and muſt 
needs ſpeak with her preſently, Her Huſ- 
band wou'd haye gone along with her, 
bur ſhe found Realons to leave him at 
Home; and ſo giving him the laſt Kiſs 
he ever had of her Lips, with Tears in 
her Eycs, cook her leave of him. Mrs. 
 Blague went into the Charior: With her, 
end ſoon Iadg'd this Treaſure of Beau- 
ty in her Monarch's Arms. 

Her forſaken Husband paſt the tedious 5 
| Hour bill very late at Nicht, my 
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* 
for che return of his Wife: por a 
continued Abſence he grew much trou- 


| bled and concern'd, and went to ſeek | 
her at her Mother's Houſe, but ſhe had 


not ſeen her all that Day, nor had been 


ill, as was pretended. This ſtruck him 1 
in great Conſternation, and he ran about | 
from one Relation to another, to find 
her out. All the next Day was ſpent to 
as little purpoſe ;, ſo that the poor Man 
Vas almoſt out of his Wits for her, and 


concluded (from what had formerly 


been attempted) that ſhe was carried a- 
way by ſome amorous Courtier; but it 


Was not long cer he had full Aſſurance | 
given him, that ſhe was entertain'd by | 
the King as a Bedfellow. This pur him 
out of all hopes of ever recovering her 
again. The beſt Hiſtorians ſay, that from 
8. this time he entirely quitted her to her 
Royal Lover, and had never any further 
Enjoy ment of her. Others add, that 
the unhappy Man was thrown: into al 
b Melancholly by this Misfortune, 
a 12 became ungaple of following his 
| TIT Buſh nets 


* A P oz <<, — 
SY . L R 1s AR 1, Sn epen ng, — ar. 4 
. \F 


Buſinels; and to cure his diſtemper'd | 
Mind, went into Foreign Parts, and tra- J, 
vell din Flanders, France, Spain and Tur- 
key, till he had ſpenc all char he had. And 
returning home, when he thought every 
body had forgot him, lived poorly, and 
died — 92 in the Reign of Henry 
VII, as his unfaithful Wife, the Cauſe 
of his Sufferings, did afterwards in the 
ſuccecding Reign. 
But at preſent ſhe was bete to 
the higheſt point of Elevation that her Iv. 
fond Prince could raiſe her to, except- 
ing only this, that ſhe was not his la w- 
ful Queen; whom certainly ſhe eclipſed, 
as ſhe did all the reſt of his Miſtreſſes. 
For whoever had any Favour to ſollicit 
at Court, they made Mrs. Shore their 
Patroneſs to the King, as knowing ſhe 
had the greateſt Influence over him; in- 
{deed he loved her ſo well, — could 
deny her nothing. 
But when the fatal Day was come that 
Fing Edward ended his Reign and Life 
rogrcher, his beloved Miſtreſs was call 
x | | | | out 
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out . her Paradife, Und fel om * | 
- [Summit of her exalted Station; yet nor 
ſſo as to plunge at once into that Ocean 

d fof Miſeries which at laſt ſwallow'd up 
f all her Joys: It was but an eaſie De- [1 
/ 
| 


ſcent at preſent, from the Crown to the 
Coronet, from Royal Majeſty to High | | 
Nobility. You heard before how the 
Lord Chamberlain Haſtings was in the. | | 
Number of her moſt early Adrnirers, 14 
and was more than once in Danger f 
r violently ſeizing upon that which is 7 
- Addreſſes could not obtain; and tho? | 
'- he gratify'd his Revenge by ſtirring up ö 1 
l, Ihe King to carry her effectually from 
5. her Husband's Bech yet this did not make 
it Ja perfect Cure of his Paſſion, nor efface 
ir the bewitching Image which. ſhe had 
C impreft upon his Lies... He did indeed. | 
- ſlcontain himſelf, and keep at a due di- 
d tance from her, during the King's Life, 

either out of Reverence to 918 Roy al | | 
it | Maſter, or from a pure Principle of Fi. i1 
e dcliry avd Honeſty; but upon his De. 
i tale," be Teneww:the his old. Offers of, | | 
RP Lend. 13 
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ieeſt to ker, and was accepted, and 
ſo took her Home to himſelf; Which 
afterwards involved her in his Ruin, and 


follows. 

King Edvard b Dead, mn bis 
| two Sons much under Age, his Brother, 
| the Duke of Glouceſter, now Protefer 
| of the Realm, and afterwards King Ri- 


cbard the III. aſpir d to the Crown, cru- 


elly fac rificing all Men to his Ambition, 
Sho he ſuſpected might oppoſe his Ac- 


— 


paſs d the Death of on Lord Haſtings, 


85 Friend of Jane Shore. Then the Pro- 
rector and his Council accuſed her of o- 


pen and ſcandolous Whoredom; which 
indeed ſhe could not deny, becauſe all 
| che World knew it to be true: And 
| therefore, 'to make an Example ok her, 
| they deliver d her over to the Biſhop of 


Toad to do publick Pennance for heed 
Incontinence, in the Cathedral of St. Paul's, 
| ien ſhe accordingly perform'd the next | © 
. | 1 San me 


ſunk her to the loweſt degree of Wretch- 
| 'edneſs, as you 11 underſtand by what 


ceſſion to it. Amongſt the reſt, he com- 


brought by way of Proceſſic ion, with the | | 


11 
1 
] 


great Crowds 


Jonce admir'd,. flouriſhing, and almoſf 


thrown down from 150 Palace 10 the f 


vers were taken away from her; the 
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Sunday Morning, after this manner : 1 54 
Shore ED ſtript of all her Ornaments, 14 
and cloath'd in a White Sheer, was 


Croſs carry d before her, and a Wax- Ta- 
r in her Hand, to St. Paul's Church | 
3 the Biſhop's palace adjoining, .thro* | | 
f People who came to | | 

gaze on her; and Nets ſtanding. before | | 
the Preacher, ſhe ſoon acknowledg'd; | | 
in a ſet Form of Words, her notorious 
Uncleanneſs, and declared her Repen | | 
tance of It. oh ES: = 4 | 
From this time we are to call the | | 


Royal Mrs. Shore, a mean  contempri- 1 | 
ble, helpleſs Woman. She was now | | 


Priſon, reduced from rhe higheſt Sear.of 
Honour to a very low des of Taha 
and Reproach ; both Husband and. Lo- 


_ a 


was ſpoil'd of her Goods, and bereav'd * 
of hn Friends. "Her Father and Mel f 
ther were kill'd: with Grief; and the reſt ] 


, ' | 7 8. 
f 8 
\ 1 


of het Relations loft all they 100. by 


the violence of the Projeflur; who pre- 
got it from the Crown 


tended that they 
by her Intereſt with the King. But that 


Which was moſt terrible and horrid: e- 


ven to mention, we are told that the 
Tyrant put out a Proclamation, com- 
manding all People upon Pain of Death 
and Confiſeation of Goods, not to Har- 


pour her in their Houſes, or relieve her 


With Food or Raiment. And to con- 
firm this, they report, that a Baker i in 
the City was hang'd for throwing out 
a Penny-Loaf to her, as the went by his 
Door, in Gratitude to her for ſaving his 
| Life when he ſhould have been 525 8 d 
for a Riot ip the late King's Res 
that ſhe was forced to wander up and 


| downz gathering -atiy "Traſh the could] 
. And! in the Fields ali Streets ſor Suſte-ſ 


nance: - However we cannot ſu ppoſe 
| ac this inhuman Prohibition; and 


- be of any force in the two next Reigns i 


Wherein ſhe lied 


Gare 


And for the preſent 


ener, it wis but of two Years con- 


3 


33 tinuance. = 


— 


tinuance. But dhe Magee Fate of 4 
begging Vagrant attended her to the end 
of ber Days, and her diſmal Fohtune 
never cleared up, or once more {miled 
upd her. 1 


, 


7 
A 
3 


e] One mighr juſtly. ba We expected, 7 
-Ja Woman, Who in the Days of her 
great Proſperity and PGwer ihe her 


Frince, had done fo many g >ood Offices 
rin the World, as we 2 obſetved, 
and rais'd a great many Men to Riches 
and Honours, ſhould have found one 
Friend at leaſt,  endued with {6 nach 
Gratitude; a8 to convey Nelief to her by 

ſome means or other; and b 
from the laſt Extent of Poverty and 
„Want: But every one of them (as it 
they had combin'd together fo. to do) 
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us their Doors againſt her, ind ſhe wd 
her no manger of Compalſion. pon 
the firſt Notice ee 10 the Death: of 

fl , and. e 585 70 that 


It count, ſhe peu o the Hobleol het old. 
1- A. RN 1 
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5 Erica and-Canfidene Me 8. de, KOEN the had 
Hbliged in every thing, les 4A ſafe Harbour 
for ſuch Goods as ſhe could: conceal there; with 
her therefore ſhe 7 her Jewels and richeſt 
Things: upon Promiſe that they \ſhould;be ſafely 
teſtor d whenever ſhe demanded tliem : But when 
| her: Nexeſſicies compell'd her to ſeek after them, 
the faithlefs Womatt”. denied ay. thing,” and 
| Ser out of her Houſe with threatning and 
treprogchful Language. To. 
0 0 . it was; that the ſhould fee! 
the 9 of "thoſe Neceflities and Hatdſhips into 
Wick e had firſt driven her own. Husband, that 
the Melancholy and Sorrows which: ſhe created a 
bros devon, ſhould reti in herſelf ar laſt, and 
overwhelm her gyn hog fave. The had a. 
| aſe: her LY "Artire.” 122 ſoſt and dear Skin, 
And her pleaſant Wit to ſuch a wicked end, 
aud: be reduced to Rags, turned into a bagged 
Z en Erearurp, 1 ro be able with all her 
Eng! with a ay. Lg | 50” We 


4 F Bread. 371.” 
i i pes mike ſcrable DC made np 1 * greate 
part of her Life, and far exceeded the time 
F ſpent in Luxury and Wantonneſs, viz. - Twe 

Fears of Ric barg 11]. \Twenty-four of Zepry VII 
and Eighteen of Zeyry VIII. whenſhe ended het 
| Miſerable Days in Sborediteb in the Suburbs of 
| London, from which Diſaſter e is: Ab 
10 retain that Name ta Senne Day W 
W EY % A Ye” RN Lew: NI. 
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